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Summary:  Students are more actively engaged in activities that appeal to their creativity, their 

competiveness, and there need to socialize.   All of the latest technology and gadgets have allowed 

them to by almost continuously engaged in the world around them.  Often times classrooms lack 

ability to appeal to the natural way in which children learn.  The following elements are a lens that 

provide a brain compatible guide for classroom instruction: 

 Absence of threat 

 Meaningful content 

 Enriched environment 

 Movement to enhance learning 

 Choices 

 Adequate time 

 collaboration 

 immediate feedback 

 mastery (application) 

Furthermore teachers need to be aware of the hardwiring of gender.  Recent studies suggest that 

more and more boys are becoming disengaged from the classroom. Dr. L. Sax contends that social 

and biological factors are creating an environment that is literally toxic to boys.  Here are some 

broad generalizations about his study.               

Girls Boys 

More willing to conform to expectations 

because they want to please their teachers. 

Not so apt to care if they are pleasing the 

teacher and are often looked down upon by 

other boys if they are a “teacher’s pet” 

Often underestimate their abilities Often overestimate their abilities 

Draw nouns Draw verbs 

See the world differently as they are more 

sensitive to color are drawn to it as well as 

texture 

Eye structure geared to motion, anything 

moving will catch their attention 

Music  therapy in hospital helped girls grow 

faster 

Music therapy had no affect on boys studied 

Girl babies hear a 1,500Hz  tone about 80% 

greater than the average baby boy 

Boys were not sensitive to the noise level 

Prefer a quieter classroom, and are easily 

distracted by sounds 10 times softer than 

boys.  Don’t learn as well in a noisy classroom 

Distracted by louder sounds and are often not 

affected by as much noise.  Need to sit in front 

of the classroom to be more engaged because 

they need to hear the teacher loud and clear! 

 

Will take risks but will not seek out risk taking 

behavior 

Enjoy taking risks 

And often seek out risk taking behavior 

Many of the changes that have been made in terms of structure and instruction in the classroom have 

benefited the manner in which girls learn but not boys.  The research simply points out that teachers 

must be aware of these differences in gender and also that each child has their own unique 

differences and needs for learning and engaging in the world around them.  Video games seem to 



have a more toxic effect on boys than girls because they are not just watching the violence they are 

acting it out as well.  Overall it may be to the benefit of boys and girls to be in gender specific 

classrooms especially in elementary school as research shows that this can be beneficial to their 

learning. 

 


